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how TO 



DECORATE AND 
FLAT.— I. 



FURNISH A CITY 




GREAT many refined people are com- 
pelled to live in fiats in our large cities, 
that possess neither the convenience 
nor the sanctity of a separate build- 
ing, and are at best but temporary 
substitutes for 
what is known 
as a home. Any 
information 
that will tend 
to render more 
cheerful and more inviting the interi- 
ors of such domiciles will be wel- 
comed by our readers. While the phrase 
"God bless our flat 1 ' has not yet found 
its way into poetry, still a great deal 
can be done to brighten the suffocating 
environment which very much resembles 
living in a railroad train, with the parlor 
car at one end and the dining car at the 
other. 

The pressure of population in large 
cities is so great that speculative builders 
find it quite easy to jackscrew whole 
families into a single suite of rooms, and 
in many cases the middle rooms are even 
worse than prison cells, as far as fresh air 
and the outlook is concerned. The rooms 
in the middle have windows that open 
into an air-shaft but three feet in width, 
and the few rays of light that can travel 
down such a tube are all that the rooms 
can depend upon in the way of illumination. 
We give a scheme for decorating and 
furnishing an ordinary city flat, the ground 
plan of which is shown herewith. There 
are in front the parlor, with the den, 
which is simply a hall room opening from 
the hallway. The parlor connects by means 
of sliding doors, with two chambers, the 
windows of which open upon the air-shaft, 
and between which is a dark closet. The 
servant's room, dining-room and kitchen 
are reached through the private hallway, 
which is, perhaps, an improvement upon 
the system of entering the kitchen direct 
from the bedrooms, because the odors of 
cooking may thus be cut off from the front 
part of the flat. There is also shown a 
bath-room, pantry, and so on. 

As flats go, the arrangement is a good 
one, and all modern conveniences are sup- 
plied to the inmates. 

On the opposite page we give charts 
for the decoration and furnishing of the 
parlor, den, and one chamber, and in our 
next issue will give charts for the kitchen, 
dining-room, and second chamber. 

In the plan of the parlor, the floor is 
covered with an Oriental rug. Between 
the two doors opening into the den and 
hallway stands a cabinet, with chairs on 
either side. On either side of the fire-place 
are shown (in the chart of that side of 
the parlor) a book-case and couch. The 
fire-place is ornamented in the Colonial 
style. The Colonial style of ornament has 
been adopted throughout, because it is 
simple and attractive, and is, moreover, 
low in cost. The woodwork of the parlor is finished in ivory 
white edged with gold. The walls have an old ivory paper, 
with the pattern in soft green and gold. The window drapery 
is of light salmon India silk ; the hangings and coverings of the 
furniture being a delicate salmon, with light green pattern. A 
sketch showing treatment of windows and shelf over the doors 
is given, and there is also a drawing showing the ornamentation 
of one corner of the ceiling, with the colorings described. 

The den contains a book- case, as shown in the chart, with 




table, screen, lamp-stand, and wall-shelves. The walls are a soft 
greenish blue. The frieze is a yellow green, with ornament of 
blue and gold. The woodwork is in natural oak ; the floor, 
polished oak with rugs. The ceiling is light buff, with blue and 
gold lines over, and the curtains blue-green India silk. 

The chamber contains bed, dressing-case, table and chair, 
chest of drawers and small table. The walls are papered with 
delicate olive green ingrain. The frieze is a delicate olive, with 
light terra cotta and gold ornament. 

Such a scheme of decoration is at once 
attractive and artistic, and will be found 
of great value to thousands of people 
who are seeking some such advice as this 
for decorating and amelioration of flat 
life, which is at best but a poor substitute 
for a country cottage, or even a regularly 
built city house. * 



Plan of a City Flat. 



Some of the bachelor's apartments 
in the Union League Club of New York 
are models of good decoration. The 
room occupied by Mr. Richard Butler is 
the most beautiful in the club-house. 
The walls are covered with canvas fin- 
ished in oils by artists. The woodwork 
has all been polished until it almost reflects 
the objects in the room The general 
tone varies from soft terra cotta to darker 
red, and the frieze is of beautiful inlaid 
light woods. There was considerable ob- 
jection to the expense of decorating this 
room at the time that the bills were first 
presented, and the discussion got into the 
newspapers, but it was finally settled 
without wrecking either the financial 
standing or the good fellowship of the club. 
Mr. Butler has furnished his room to 
correspond with its decorations. The bed 
is a beautiful creation of rosewood, inlaid 
with gilt, and has a soft olive green bro- 
cade plush cover which would fascinate 
any woman. The dresser is of the same 
material as the bed. The carpet is a thick 
soft velvet in rich red tones, and the 
curtains are artistic. From the beauty 
and variety of the toilet articles on Mr. 
Butler 1 s dresser it is evident that he is a 
man of fastidious habits. He is also a 
member of the executive committee and 
of the house committee. Perhaps the 
most striking thing in the room is a frame 
hanging over the bed. It contains a 
French manuscript, a ribbon, and a cross. 
These are indications of the fact that Mr. 
Butler is a member of the French Legion 
of Honor. This honor was conferred upon 
him because of the courtesies he extended 
to the French delegates that came over 
with the Bartholdi statue. A portrait 
of the Bartholdi statue in a wide gilt 
frame, done in colors by the sculptor 
himself, decorates another part of the wall. 
A portrait of Gen. Sherman, flanked on 
the right by one of Joseph Choate, and 
on the left by one of Vice-President Mor- 
ton, are all souvenirs of friendship. 

Mr. Francis H. Leggett, the West 
Broadway grocer, occupies a double room, 
which is also very elegantly furnished. 
His parlor is handsomely decorated and 
finished in cherry, and has a beautifully 
inlaid wood mantel. Madras curtains of 
the finest silk, beautiful plush portieres, 
magnificent plush covered furniture, and elegant pictures, serve 
to make this room attractive. The little bedroom opening out 
of it has a beautiful brass bedstead^ over the top of which is 
perched a solemn figure of an owl. 



There is little that is new in Dresden china. It is pretty 
and quite expensive, and many people prefer it to other kinds 
that are more fragile. Tiny individual salt dishes in this ware 
are $4 a dozen, and look like toys. 
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HOW TO DECORATE AND FURNISH A CITY FLAT I. Chart for Parlor, Dsn and Chameer, by Edward Dewson. 
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